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NATIONAL  TRANSPORTATION  SAFETY  BOARD 
Guidelines  on  Consumer  Information 
agency:  National  Transportation  Safety  Board. 
action:  Guidelines  on  Consumer  Information. 

SUMMARY:  The  National  Transportation  Safety  Board 
(NTSB)  is  issuing  this  Notice  in  order  that  consumer 
information  regarding  the  NTSB  will  be  included 
within  the  body  of  published  information  on 
Government  consumer  programs.  The  public  is  also 
invited  to  submit  comments  on  this  program. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on  or  before 
March  10, 1980. 

ADDRESS:  Comments  should  be  sent  to  the  Director, 
Bureau  of  Administration.  National  Transportation 
Safety  Board,  800  Independence  Avenue.  S.W., 
Washington.  D.C.  20594. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Mr.  B.  Michael 
Levins,  Director,  Bureau  of  Administration,  (202-472- 
6111),  National  Transportation  Safety  Board.  800 
Independence  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20594. 
Office  hours  are  from  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The  NTSB  has  been 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  Executive  Order 
12160  regarding  Federal  consumer  programs.  However, 
in  order  that  information  about  the  NTSB  will  be 
included  within  the  body  of  published  information  on 
Government  consumer  programs,  we  are  herein 
summarizing  the  elements  of  the  NTSB  program  as 
published  in  Parts  800  and  801  of  Title  49.  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations,  that  fall  within  the  scope  of  the 
Executive  Order. 

The  NTSB  is  an  independent  agency  with 
responsibility  for  the  investigation  of  transportation 
accidents  and  other  safety  problems  in  the  five  modes 
of  transportation  which  are  regulated  by  other 
agencies  of  the  Federal  Government.  In  accomplishing 
this  function,  the  NTSB: 

1.  Investigates  and  determines  the  facts,  conditions, 
and  circumstances  and  the  cause  or  probable  cause  of: 

(a)  All  civil  aviation  accidents  and  certain  incidents 
which  involve  previously  identified  safety  issues 
(certain  accidents  are  investigated  by  the  Federal 
Aviation  Administration  for  the  NTSB — see  49  CFR 
Part  800,  Appendix); 

(b)  All  railroad  accidents  involving  a  fatality, 
property  damage  in  excess  of  $150,000,  or  a  passenger 
train,  and  other  selected  accidents  which  involve 
previously  identihed  safety  issues  or  problems; 

(c)  Selected  highway  accidents  involving  five  or 
more  fatalities,  all  school  bus  accidents  involving  three 
or  more  fatalities,  all  catastrophic  highway  accidents 
which  are  of  high  regional  or  national  interest, 
including  railroad  grade  crossing  accidents,  and  other 
selected  highway  accidents  involving  previously 
identified  safety  issues  or  problems; 

(d)  Marine  casualties  involving  a  public  vessel  and  a 
nonpublic  vessel;  and  major  marine  casualties 
occurring  in  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States 
or  that  involved  a  resale  of  the  United  States  that 


result  in  the  loss  of  six  or  more  lives;  the  loss  of  a 
mechanically  propelled  vessel  of  100  or  more  gross 
tons;  property  damage  initially  estimated  as  $500,000 
or  more;  or  serious  threat,  as  determined  by  the 
Commandant  of  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Chairman  of  the  NTSB,  to  life, 
property,  or  the  environment  by  hazardous  materials 
(certain  accidents  are  investigated,  upon  request,  by 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard  for  the  NTSB);  and 

(e)  All  pipeline  accidents  in  which  there  is  a  fatality 
or  property  damage  in  excess  of  $100,000  and  other 
pipeline  accidents  which  involve  previously  identified 
safety  issues  or  problems. 

2.  Initiates  and  conducts  special  studies,  special 
investigation,  and  safety  effectiveness  evaluations  on 
matters  pertaining  to  safety  in  transportation. 

3.  Makes  transportation  safety  recommendations  to 
Federal.  State,  and  local  agencies  and  interested 
persons  to  reduce  the  likelihood  of  recurrence  of 
transportation  accidents. 

4.  Reviews  airmen  and  seamen  appeals  resulting 
from  certificate  denials,  suspensions  or  revocations. 

The  five-Member  Board  of  the  NTSB  conducts 
meetings  which  are  open  to  the  public,  and  announced 
in  the  Federal  Register,  to  discuss  the  major  reports  of 
the  Board,  such  as  major  accident  investigations, 
safety  recommendations,  special  studies,  special 
investigations,  and  safety  effectiveness  evaluations.  In 
addition,  it  conducts  public  hearings  of  selected 
accidents  which  are  open  to  the  public  and  announced 
in  the  Federal  Register.  Notice  concerning  the 
availability  of  the  major  NTSB  public  documents, 
including  safety  recommendations  and  the  responses 
thereto  by  the  parties  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  are 
also  published  in  the  Federal  Register.  The  NTSB 
publicizes  all  significant  accident  investigations, 
accident  hearings,  and  recommendations  through  press 
releases. 

The  results  of  the  NTSB  program  activity  are  made 
available  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  the  following 
documents  in  either  report  form  Ok  files  for  inspection 
and  copying,  except  that  documents  (or  more  usually 
parts  thereof)  which  the  Board  specifically  determines 
must  not  be  not  disclosed  in  the  national  interest,  or 
for  the  protection  of  individual  rights,  or  for  the 
efficient  conduct  of  public  business  are  withheld  as 
authorized  by  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act: 

1.  Factual  reports,  including  public  hearing 
transcripts  and  exhibits,  if  applicable,  and  the 
determination  of  probable  cause  in  aviation,  railroad, 
highway,  marine,  and  pipeline  accident  investigations. 

2.  Safety  recommendations  issued  by  the  Board,  and 
responses  thereto. 

3.  Special  studies,  special  investigations,  safety 
effectiveness  evaluations,  and  safety  reports. 

4.  Press  releases. 

5.  The  NTSB’s  rules  as  published  in  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations,  Title  49,  Parts  800-899, 

6.  Quarterly  indices  and  copies  of  the  initial 
decisions  of  the  Administrative  Law  Judges. 
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7.  Quarterly  indices  and  copies  of  the  Board’s 
Opinions  and  Orders  in  aviation  and  maritime 
enforcement  cases. 

8.  Staff  manuals. 

9.  Annual  Report  to  Congress. 

This  information  is  available  from  the  Public 
Inquiries  Section,  National  Transportation  Safety 
Board,  800  Independence  Avenue,  S.W.,  Room  808G, 
Washington,  D.C.  20594.  In  requesting  records 
concerning  particular  accidents,  it  is  necessary  to 
identify  the  mode  of  transportation,  date,  and  location 
of  the  occurrence. 

Any  other  consumer  information  concerning  the 
programs  of  the  NTSB  should  be  requested  from  the 
Office  of  Public  Affairs,  National  Transportation 
Safety  Board,  800  Independence  Avenue,  S.W.,  Room 
810D,  Washington,  D.C.  20594,  telephone  202-472-6100 
Dated:  November  26, 1979. 

James  B.  King, 

Chairman. 
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